Minutes of the Meeting of Buscot Parish Council
held on Wednesday 8 January 2025 at 7.30pm 
	Present:
	Councillors Jo Scanlan (Chairman), Lizzie Hall (via telephone conference for Items 34 to 37 only) and Helen Woof.

	
	

	
	District Councillor Katherine Foxhall, County Councillor Bethia Thomas, Christian Walker (National Trust).

	
	

	Public
	3.

	
	


	34.
	Apologies for Absence
	

	
	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Dan Billington, Councillor Cath Parris andand District Councillor Viral Patel.  
	

	
	
	

	35.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting.
	

	
	
	

	36.
	Minutes
	

	
	
	

	
	The Minutes of the Meeting held on 25 September 2024 were adopted and signed as a correct record.
	

	
	
	

	37.
	Precept 2025/26
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk reported that given current financial commitments, the Council was likely to have c.£2000 in its current account at year end. Having reviewed its finances and commitments for the forthcoming financial year, which included the purchase of an additional solar panel for the Speed Indicator Device, it was agreed to set the precept at £2700 for 2025/26, the same level as the current year.  
	

	
	
	

	
	(Councillor Lizzie Hall left the meeting at this point).
	

	
	
	

	38.
	Matters Arising
	

	
	
	

	
	Minute 33(c) – Faringdon Tourist Bus
	

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk advised that he had spoken with Faringdon Town Council, who had agreed to remind the operator of the Faringdon Tourist Bus service to ensure that the bus made its scheduled stop at Buscot going forward.
	

	
	
	

	39.
	Public Speaking
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no requests for public speaking.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	40.
	District and County Councillors Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	The District Councillors and County Councillor’s reports had both been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	District Council
	

	
	
	

	
	District Councillor Foxhall reported on the following:-

· The formal planning application for the proposed solar farm at Coleshill was still awaited.
· The Churchyard wall at Coleshill had recently been repaired.

· Following the recent announcement by the Government regarding local government reform, the District Council was awaiting details of the options likely to be considered for future governance across Oxfordshire.
	

	
	
	

	
	County Council
	

	
	
	

	
	County Councillor Thomas provided further details regarding the proposed reform of local government arrangements across Oxfordshire.  She advised that the preference was for smaller unitary councils, with greater accountability serving a population of c.500,000 residents.  The County Council’s Cabinet was meeting on 10 January to decide whether it wished to formally declare an expression of interest to be in the ‘fast track’ for devolution and local government reorganisation.  Councillor Thomas provided an update on the Council’s application to lower the speed limit on the A417 through Buscot to 30mph.  Finally, she welcomed the recent visit by Charlie Maynard MP to visit the proposed site for the solar farm at Coleshill and that she had asked him to schedule a future visit to Buscot to better understand the flooding issues impacting the parish.
	

	
	
	

	41.
	Traffic Management
	

	
	
	

	
	A discussion ensued regarding the need for an agreed protocol in the event that flooding required road closures to be implemented on the A417 through Buscot and Buscot Wick.  The Chairman advised that she was uncomfortable with taking any responsibility for closing the A417, due to the impact on the local main road network.  She suggested that this decision should be a matter for the County Council, with the Parish Council providing real time information on road conditions and the impact on both motorists and residential properties located on the frontage to the A417.  The Council agreed that it was more comfortable closing the road through Buscot Wick in the event of major flooding. 
It was agreed to write to County Highways setting out the Parish Council’s position on road closures.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	The Clerk confirmed that initial discussions had been held with County Highways regarding the location of the poles of the Speed Indicator Device to be located on the A417.  Proposed locations had been identified and he would contact the County to obtain formal agreement and progress installation works.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	42.
	Flooding
	

	
	
	

	
	It was reported that the recent flooding on 5 January had not impacted Buscot Wick on this occasion. The Chairman noted that the grid located at the bottom of the village had been raised and that a barrier needed replacing opposite the entrance to the village off the A417.  Mr Walker advised that the Trust had been filming recent flooding events to better understand the impact on the village and the only conclusions that could be drawn was that there was no consistency with regard to flooding impacts. 
	

	
	
	

	43. 
	National Trust
	

	
	
	

	
	A report on Trust activities had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Mr Walker provided the following updates-:

· Works to the car park entrance had been delayed until the new financial year

· Two bays in the main car park to be repaired

· Bishopsland had been advised regarding light and noise impact on local residents at night.

· The Environment Agency had increased support for the Natural Flood Management above Buscot to the south

· Works to the Old Parsonage had been completed

· The village toilets had been inspected and repairs identified

· The solar gate had been repaired

· Buscot walks currently suspended and being reviewed

· The National Trust to announce its new 25 year strategy on 11 January

· Property refurbishment programme. 
· Working with farm tenants to undertake more hedge and tree planting during the winter
· New General Manager appointed to replace Christian Walker from 27 January.
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman, on behalf of the Council, thanked Mr Walker for his 16 years of service in the General Manager role and wished him well in his new position.
	

	
	
	

	44.
	Correspondence
	

	
	
	

	
	Nothing of note to report.
	

	
	
	

	45.
	Village Events for 2025
	

	
	
	

	
	It was noted that the car boot sale would be held on Sunday 3 August.  The Chairman asked whether there was any appetite to organise a VE Day celebration event on 8 May.  It was agreed not to.
	

	
	
	

	46.
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Receipts and payments since the last meeting were noted.  Funds were currently £3212 and £1366 respectively across the two accounts.
	

	
	
	

	47.
	Date of Next and Future Meetings 
	

	
	
	

	
	Wednesday 19 March 2025
Wednesday 21 May (revised date)

Wednesday 24 September

Wednesday 7 January 2026

Wednesday 18 March

Wednesday 6 May.
	

	
	
	

	48.
	Any Other Business
	

	
	
	

	
	(a) Noticeboard – Buscot Village
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman undertook to ask Chris Leniec to repair the village noticeboard.
	Chairman

	
	
	

	
	(b) Grass Cutting – Play Area
	

	
	
	

	
	It was agreed to ask Chris Leniec to undertake the grass cutting at the play area for the forthcoming summer.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	(c)
Blossom Hole Bridge
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman reported that following works to Blossom Hole Bridge some of the foot rails had become loose.  The Clerk undertook to advise the County Council.
(Post meeting note:  The County Council on 10 January sent notification that the temporary footpath closure (Bloomers Hole) had been extended until 31 December 2025 to undertake repair works).
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	(d) Barrier – Snowswick Lane
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillor Woof advised that she had reported a damaged roadside barrier on Snowswick Lane via Fix my Street.
	

	
	
	

	
	(e) Buscot Manor Bed & Breakfast
	

	
	
	

	
	The proprietor of Buscot Manor, with the consent of the Chairman, addressed the meeting regarding a recent noise complaint at the property.  She apologised for the noise nuisance and was disappointed that she had received some negative feedback.  She placed on record her desire to work closely with the village and asked that any concerns going forward be raised with her direct.  Also, she called on the National Trust to better advertise the business through its own publicity mailings and publications.
	

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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