Minutes of the Meeting of Buscot Parish Council
held on Wednesday 25 September 2024 at 7.30pm 
	Present:
	Councillors Jo Scanlan (Chairman), Dan Billington, Cath Parris and Helen Woof.

	
	

	
	District Councillor Katherine Foxhall, County Councillor Bethia Thomas, Christian Walker and Andy Gunn (National Trust).

	
	

	Public
	10.

	
	


	19.
	Apologies for Absence
	

	
	
	

	
	Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Lizzie Hall andall and District Councillor Viral Patel.  
	

	
	
	

	20.
	Declarations of Interest
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillor Billington reminded the meeting of his previous declaration that although he was employed by the National Trust his membership of the Parish Council was in a personal capacity.
	

	
	
	

	21.
	Minutes
	

	
	
	

	
	The Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 8 May 2024 were adopted and signed as a correct record.
	

	
	
	

	22.
	Matters Arising
	

	
	
	

	
	There were no matters arising.
	

	
	
	

	23.
	Public Speaking
	

	
	
	

	
	Guy Jordan referred to the proposed solar farm development at Coleshill and advised that the planned route for construction traffic visiting the site would be along the A417 from Faringdon to Buscot and Snowswick Lane.  It was noted that flooding from the River Cole was likely to impact the development site.
	

	
	
	

	24.
	District and County Councillors Reports
	

	
	
	

	
	The District Councillors and County Councillor’s reports had both been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
	

	
	
	

	
	District Council
	

	
	
	

	
	District Councillor Foxhall reported on the following:-

· The local housing associations were undertaking a survey of housing quality across the district.  She encouraged anyone with any issues to make contact.
· Revised plans had been submitted to reduce the floor space at the Wicklesham Quarry development.

· There had been an increase in fly-tipping incidents across the district, which the District Council was actively pursuing.

· The Joint Local Plan process had been accelerated and a further consultation exercise would commence within the next week.
· The Household Support Fund established to assist with the cost of living crisis was due to close on 30 September,

· The was great concern at the impact on flooding in the Shrivenham area as a result of the planned Eastern villages development in Swindon.
	

	
	
	

	
	County Councillor Thomas advised that her updates would be covered as part of the next two agenda items.
	

	
	
	

	25.
	Traffic Management
	

	
	
	

	
	County Councillor Thomas referenced the three road traffic speed restriction applications submitted by the Council, namely the 30mph speed restriction along the A417 through Buscot, the 20mph restriction through Buscot village from the A417 junction to the river and the 30mph restriction through Buscot Wick.  She advised that the 20mph restriction through the village and the 30mph restriction through Buscot Wick had both been approved but that the application to reduce the traffic speed to 30mph on the A417 had been missed due to an administrative error.  She was pursuing this with highways officers and was hopeful that it would be considered soon.  The Council expressed its disappointment with the delay and stressed the need for this speed restriction to be agreed as soon as possible due to the danger faced by motorists exiting the village on to the A417. The Clerk confirmed that once the funding from the National Trust had been secured, the Speed indicator Device would be ordered and locations for siting the device agreed.
	

	
	
	

	26.
	Flooding
	

	
	
	

	
	Following the heavy rainfall over the previous weekend, the road through Buscot Wick had been closed due to flooding.  The Council thanked Neil Miles for his assistance in getting the road closed.  County Councillor Thomas advised that she had attended a County Council Scrutiny Committee meeting earlier in the day and had raised concerns at the County’s response to the flooding which had occurred in February 2024.  She had called for a more proactive response from landowners to clear ditches and for improved communications across all statutory agencies with responsibility for flooding matters.  Christian Walker presented the National Trust Flood Management Report, which would provide a long-term plan to alleviate flood risks across the estate.  Those present called for ditches and roadside drains to be cleared, following the most recent flooding episode. It was agreed that the Buscot Flood Group should convene as soon as possible to discuss the most recent flooding and identify any learnings from the response. 
	

	
	
	

	27. 
	National Trust
	

	
	
	

	
	A report on Trust activities had been circulated prior to the meeting.  Mr Walker provided the following updates-:

· Property refurbishment programme. 
· Staffing update – appointment of new Rural Surveyor.
· Countryside update – tree inspections and submission of application to the Environment Agency for river access point at Cheese Wharf.

· Works to the village bell tower and Pump House to commence once delayed works to the Old Parsonage had been completed.

· Draft Estate vision being prepared for comment following the Community Workshop held on 23 July.
	

	
	
	

	
	Councillor Scanlan asked when works to the village car park would be commenced.  Mr Walker would report back on start date.
	Mr Walker

	
	
	

	28.
	Correspondence
	

	
	
	

	
	Nothing of note to report.
	

	
	
	

	29..
	Village Events for 2024/25
	

	
	
	

	
	It was noted that the car boot sale had raised £1686, to be shared equally between the parish council and the church.  The Buscot Estate had agreed to the 2025 car boot sale being held on Sunday 3 August.  The Christmas Tree Lights switch on and carols would be held on Wednesday 4 December at 6.00pm.  Councillor Woof advised that the church would make a donation towards the refreshments. The National Trust agreed to fund the purchase of the tree.  The Council thanked them both.
	

	
	
	

	30.
	Finance
	

	
	
	

	
	Receipts and payments since the last meeting were noted.  Funds were currently £4898 and £1355 respectively across the two accounts.
	

	
	
	

	31.
	Risk Register
	

	
	
	

	
	The Council received the Risk Register and confirmed that it fully captured the risks faced by the Council.
	

	
	
	

	32.
	Date of Next Meeting 
	

	
	
	

	
	Wednesday 8 January 2025.
	

	
	
	

	33.
	Any Other Business
	

	
	
	

	
	(a) Telephone Box/Library
	

	
	
	

	
	The Chairman advised that Chris Leniec had agreed to repair the door to the telephone box and erect new shelves for the books.
	

	
	
	

	
	(b) Internal Auditor
	

	
	
	

	
	It was noted that Elizabeth Reay, the Council’s Internal Auditor had announced that she would be standing down with immediate effect.  The Council placed on record its appreciation for her long service.  Emma Goodwin agreed take over responsibility for the audit.
	

	
	
	

	
	(c)
Faringdon Tourist Bus
	

	
	
	

	
	It was reported that the Faringdon Tourist Bus was not making its scheduled stop at Buscot.  The Clerk undertook to raise the matter with Faringdon Town Council.
	Clerk

	
	
	

	
	(d) Bishopland
	

	
	
	

	
	Concern was raised that the Bishopland Charity workshops, operating from Hills Yard, would be open until 10.00pm, with potential noise from the hammer room impacting local residents.  Mr Walker undertook to discuss with the charity.
	Mr Walker

	
	
	

	
	The meeting closed at 9.10pm.
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